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MAKING A BASIC BAG 
[These instructions go along with our May 3, '20'2'2 Tuesday Tidbit.] 

You'll need a piece for the outer bag, lining, handles, strapping for the handles 
and fabric for pocket(s). 

Cut a piece of fabric for the outer and lining the same width and length. If you 
would like pockets, cut 2 square the size you wish for each pocket. Cut (2) 2 3/4" 
strip x desired length for handles. Cut 2 pieces of strapping the length that you 
cut the handles less r

Pocket - lay the pocket lining and the outer pocket together, right sides 
together, and starting on the bottom edge, stitch around the perimeter using a 

¼" seam allowance and leaving an opening in the bottom. Back stitch at the 
beginning and end. Trim the corners and turn right side out. Press flat. Run a 
row of topstitching across the top edge of the pocket. Find the middle of the 
lining of the bag and the middle of the pocket. Line these up and place about 
3" down from the top edge of the lining. Pin in place and then stitch around the 
3 sides, leaving the top edge open. 

Fold the outer bag panel in half, right sides together, and stitch down both 
sides of the bag. Backstitch at the top to secure. While the bag is still right sides 
in, open the bottom corner of the bag so that the side seam matches up with 
the center bottom. Measure in from the point 2" (or more if you want a 
squatter, wider bag) and mark a line. Stitch on the line and trim to¼". Do both 
bottom corners like this. 

Leave the bag wrong side out. 

Fold the lining of the bag in half so that it looks like the bag, wrong sides out. 
Stitch down both sides, leaving an opening {about 4-5") open on l side. Back 
stitch when beginning and ending. Box the bottom corners just like you did the 
outside. Turn the lining right side out. 

Take the lining and drop it into the outer bag. Right sides should be together. 
Line up the side seam and pin. Stitch around the top edge of the bag. 

Turn the bag right side out through the opening in the lining and then tuck the 
lining into the outer bag. Give the top edge a press and then do a couple of 
topstitching lines to strengthen. 
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